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Lowell Elementary Green School Program

Overview
Lowell is going green!  Over the summer a group of dedicated parents and teachers met to organize Lowell’s first-ever green school program.  The goal of the Green Team was to establish a list of things that the Lowell community can do to reduce our impact on the environment.  The Green Team decided to first focus our efforts on reducing solid waste.  In future years, the Team hopes to expand the scope of the Green School Program to include other environmental challenges such as energy efficiency, air quality, and transportation.

The Green Team Plan

Solid waste reduction projects will fall into one of three categories:  reducing, reusing, or recycling.  We will begin with a waste audit shortly after the start of the school year to document how much waste Lowell produces each day.  After the audit is completed the Team is planning a Kick-Off Assembly to launch the program and to energize the staff and students.  We will present our audit findings, set goals for reduction, and introduce the projects and activities the Green Team is developing to help meet our reduction goals.   

Sample Projects and Activities

· Waste-free Back-to-School BBQ

· Milk carton recycling

· Reducing school-wide paper use through increased use of email, teacher websites, and connect-ed

· Reducing the size and amount of paper sent home with students

· Placing re-use bins in each classroom for paper that can be used again

· Increasing the use of recycled products in the classrooms and Lowell office

· Increase the recycling rates for paper products as well as other recyclables such as printer cartridges and batteries

· Recycled art projects such as a recycled holiday card workshop

· On-going efforts to educate the Lowell Community about additional waste reduction ideas

· Collaborations with Tacoma City Waste and EnviroChallenger to bring waste reduction presentations to the classrooms

School-wide Involvement

Involving students, parents, and the Lowell staff is one of the key elements of the program.  Parents and staff members are encouraged to join the Green Team and/or participate in Green Team projects.  Students will be asked to serve as classroom recycling monitors or to volunteer as partners in the milk carton recycling program at lunch.  In addition, we hope the ASB, the PTA, the office staff, and the custodial crew will be active partners in the Green Team’s efforts.
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