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Extended Learning Opportunity 

Beginning January 4, 2012 
Wednesdays ï from 2:45 ï 4:30 

Snack and Transportation Provided 
 
ELO ï a free learning opportunity for Gray Middle 
School students to improve academically, taught 
by Gray Middle School teachers. Receive math 
and literacy homework assistance, and improve 
reading, writing, math, and study skills. 
 
Point of Contact;  Ms. Sheckler, 571-5231, 
jsheckl@tacoma.k12.wa.us (se habla español)  
 

 

 
IMPORTANT DATES 

Jan 2    - School Resumes 
Jan 11 -  Black Student Summit ς .ƻȅǎΩ ϧ DƛǊƭǎΩ /ƭǳō ф-2 
                tŀǊŜƴǘ ƻŦ .ƭŀŎƪ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ {ǳƳƳƛǘ ς 6:30 p.m.
 in the Commons 
              2nd session Sport Pictures ς 3 p.m.  
Jan 13 ς Martin Luther King, Jr. Assembly ς  
               1:30 p.m. in the Commons 
Jan 16 ς Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday-no school 
Jan 17 ς Waiver Day ς no school for students 
Jan 19 -  PE Bowling Field Trip ς 100% 
Jan 31 -  ά.Ŝ bƛŎŜέ !ǎǎŜƳōƭƛŜǎ 
Feb 3 ς   End of 1st Semester 
Feb 6 -    Semester Break-no school for students 
Feb 15 ς PTA Meeting/Birthday Party ς 6 p.m. 
Feb 20 ï No School ï Presidentsô Day Break 

 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION  

 
This is a reminder for parents to sign and return the 
ά{ǘǳŘŜƴǘ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ tƭŀƴέ  that was included in the 
report card envelope as soon as possible to our 
Guidance Office.  Mrs. Hefley will make a copy of the 
signed form and return the copy to parents. 
 
If any of your personal information changes at anytime 
during the school year, whether its your address, 
phone number, etc., please contact Mrs. Hefley in the 
Guidance Office immediately at 571-5218, so that we 
have the most current information on file. 
 
 

 
 

 
Gray Middle School 

BLACK STUDENT SUMMIT 

January 11, 2012.  

 
The THEME for the BLACK SUMMIT is Restoring  the 

Pride and Creating Tomorrow's Future.   The 

Summit will be January 11, 2012.    
 

The morning session will be from 8:30-2:30 p.m. at the 
new Boysô and Girlsô Club, followed by an evening 

session, from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the GMS Commons.   

 
All participants, invited students and families,  are 

invited to attend both SUMMITS.  The purpose of the 
summit is to encourage student voice, empowerment, 

and support student academic success.  If you need 

additional information, please let me know.   
 
 

Dinner will be provided during the evening session. 
To have an accurate count of participants, please RSVP 
by calling Mrs. Spencer-Grant at 571-5261. 
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Congratulations to our Librarian, Mrs. VanDyke, for 
earning her National Board Certification this year.  
The mission of NBCTs is to prepare our diverse 
student population to compete in the 21st century 
workplace. Mrs. VanDyke, joins other Gray Middle 
School National Board Certified Teachers (Mrs. 
McPartlon, Exceptional Needs Specialist; Ms. 
Gillespie, English as a New Language; Ms. Sheckler, 
Early Adolescence Language Arts) in advocating the 
vision of NBPTS ñthat every student has great 
teachers and every school has great leadersò. 
 
To earn certification, a teacher completes a process 
of four portfolios and six assessments that require 
demonstration and evidence of student growth, 
pedagogical expertise, and collaboration with 
stakeholders. It can take up to 3 years to complete 
this process. Currently, Tacoma Public Schools has a 
total of 116 NBCTs with approximately 50 teachers 
currently working towards certification.  
 
Please join me in extending congratulations to Mrs. 
VanDyke and other National Board Certified 
Teachers.  

PTA NEWS  
 

There will no meeting in January, but the Gray Middle 
School PTA would like to encourage you to attend our 
next special meeting on February 15, at 6 p.m.   This 
will be a PTA birthday celebration, complete with cake and 
refreshments. 
 
We would like to welcome Mrs. Vicki Rohrs, who is now 
our PTA secretary.  A big thank you goes out to Mrs. 
Barbara Bennett for being our volunteer during lunch on 
Fridays.  She is handling the weekly Pilot Pride drawings.  
We are very appreciative of her time and energy. 
 
Itôs still not too late to join your PTA.  The membership fee 
for the entire year is only $10 per person.   

 

 
 
 

Our 8th grade t-shirt/sweatshirt fundraiser is in full 
swing.  Jaida Clyburn won our student emblem 
design contest and was awarded a free t-shirt when 
the first shipment arrived. It was presented to her 
during the school announcements on Thursday, 
December 1st.  The cost is $15 for a t-shirt and $28 
for a hooded sweatshirt.  They make great gifts and 
help support our fundraising efforts.  ` 
 
The 8th grade team is working hard to fundraise this 
year.  All monies earned are going toward the 8th 
grade end-of-year fieldtrip, the 8th grade recognition 
assembly and the 8th grade recognition dance, 
which will all take place in June 
 

GO 8th GRADE TEAM!!!:) 
 

 
 

As part of our fundraising efforts, the 8th grade 
class will be also sponsoring our first dance of the 
school year.  It will be a Valentine's Day dance held 
after school, from 2:50 ï 4:20 p.m.,  in the gym on 
Valentineôs Day, February 14.  We will be having a 
ñcourtò selection, which will include a King/Queen, 
Duke, Duchess, etc. Stay tuned!!!! 
 

 
 

Labels for Education 
 

Please send in any Labels for Education that 
you find on many Campbellôs and other product 
labels.  One of our parents, Mrs. Sabrina Carter, 
mother of 6th grade student, Shiasia Carter, has 
volunteered to collect and coordinate the Labels 

for Education program which can benefit our 
school with supplies, etc.  Friday is the main 
collection day, but we accept them anytime. 



 
The Thanksgiving News Report 

 
 This just in!  Ms. Howardôs class had early 
Thanksgiving dinner in their classroom on the last day 
before break.  It was dinner with all the fixings; mashed 
potatoes, green beans, turkey in gravy, pies, rolls, salad 
and carrots.  The room was set up like a formal dinner 
table. The tables were arranged in a ñUò with place cards 
at every seat. The best part was that Mr. Ikeda paid for all 
the meals.   
 There was lots of learning while we were planning 
the event.  For example we needed Language Arts to write 
the invitations and the thank you cards.  We needed Math 
to calculate out how many place settings and utensils we 
needed to buy.  We used more mathematics to set up 
tables in the space of our room.  This was made difficult 
because the number of people coming kept changing and 
we had to re-calculate.  We used our Technology skills to 
help us with the computers we used for writing and 
research.  Even our Physical Education instruction was 
recalled.  We needed to use our P.E. skills to correctly 
move the furniture around and remind us to eat healthy 
food.  We all tried all of the vegetables and salad.  Ok we 
tried them because Mrs. Howard forced us, but at least we 
tried them even if we didnôt like them.  Even our 
Humanities came into play when we talked about the 
reasons why we have thanksgiving.  Lastly we also used 
our Reading skills to read the research we found about 
table manners. 
 
 Overall this was a great project.  We got to learn 
about etiquette, have our families come to school and see 
what we do, eat a great mealéand have pie! 
 

 

 
 

 

FALL SPORTS 
             

      
 

Our second session of intramurals, which ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ōƻȅǎΩ 
soccer ŀƴŘ ƎƛǊƭǎΩ volleyball, has begun.   
 
As of this printing, our A volleyball team (varsity) has a 
record of 2 Wins and 2 Losses.  The B team has won    2 
games and tied 2 games.  The C team played its first 
match of this season on December 15 at home vs First 
Creek and was victorious.    
 
¢ƘŜ ǾŀǊǎƛǘȅ ōƻȅǎΩ ǎƻŎŎŜǊ ǘŜŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ п ƎŀƳŜǎ ƴƻǿ 
and has a record of  2 Wins and  no losses and 2 Ties.  
The C team had its first game on December 15 at First 
Creek and lost 5-3. 
 
The remaining schedule is: 
 
Jan 3 Varsity Soccer at Meeker 
 C Team Soccer at home vs Meeker 
 A & B Volleyball at home vs Meeker 
 C Team Volleyball at Meeker 
 
Jan 5 Varsity Soccer at home vs Giaudrone 
 C Team Soccer at Giaudrone 
 A & B Volleyball at Giaudrone 
 C Team Volleyball at home vs Giaudrone 
 
Jan 10 Varsity Soccer at home vs Mason 
 C Team Soccer at Mason 
 A & B Volleyball at Mason 
 C Team Volleyball at home vs Mason 
 
Jan  12 C Team Soccer at Giaudrone 
 
Jan 19 Varsity Soccer at Jason Lee 
 C Team Soccer at home vs Mason 
 A & B Volleyball at home vs Jason Lee 
 C Team Volleyball at Jason Lee 
 
All games/matches are scheduled to begin at 3:30 
 

If you have any questions, please call Mr. McPartlon or 
Mr. Webster, our Intramural Advisors. 

 

 



 
The Gray staff would like to take this 
opportunity in advance to extend wishes for a 
fabulous and productive 2012.   
 
We also hope you were able to spend quality 
time with your friends and family during Winter 
Break, and also get to relax a bit, while 
enjoying your favorite non-school related 
activities. 

 

Pilot Club 
 

Pilot Afterschool Program 
Get your homework done, learn new skills and 
ƳŀƪŜ ƴŜǿ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΗ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ tƛƭƻǘ /ƭǳō ƛǎ ŀƭƭ 
about.  Our staffs is made up of university students 
who are available to help students with their 
homework and assist students to master academic 
skills taught during the school day. Students will 
have the opportunity to select from a selection of 
enrichment activities.   
 
Club is available Monday through Friday, although 
bus transportation is provided Monday through 
Thursday only.  
 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ tƛƭƻǘ /ƭǳō ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ: 
 
2:45-3:00PM Snacks 
3:05-3:40PM Academic Groups 
3:45-4:20PM Enrichment activities 
4:30PM Activity bus departs  
 
Registration forms are located in the main office.  
Please return the registration form to the main 
office.    
 
Debbie Willis, Program Coordinator, at  
253-571-5255. 

 

 

 
 

  Russian  Translation of Pilot Club Article 

 

ʂʣʫʙ ʇʠʣʦʪʦʚ 
 
ɼʦʜʝʣʘʡ ʩʚʦʶ ʜʦʤʘʰʥʶʶ ʨʘʙʦʪʫ, ʥʘʫʯʠʩʴ ʯʝʤʫ-ʪʦ 

ʥʦʚʦʤʫ, ʠ ʥʘʡʜʠ ʥʦʚʳʭ ʜʨʫʟʝʡ! ʕʪʦ ʪʦ, ʯʪʦ ʪʳ 

ʩʤʦʞʝʰʴ ʜʝʣʘʪʴ ʚ ʂʣʫʙʝ ʇʠʣʦʪʦʚ. ʅʘʰʠ ʩʦʪʨʫʜʥʠʢʠ 

ʷʚʣʷʶʪʩʷ ʩʪʫʜʝʥʪʘʤʠ ʢʦʣʣʝʜʞʘ, ʢʦʪʦʨʳʝ ʧʦʤʦʛʫʪ 

ʩʪʫʜʝʥʪʘʤ c ʠʭ ʜʦʤʘʰʥʝʡ ʨʘʙʦʪʦʡ ʠ ʧʦʤʦʛʫʪ 

ʩʪʫʜʝʥʪʘʤ ʦʚʣʘʜʝʪʴ ʘʢʘʜʝʤʠʯʝʩʢʠʝ ʥʘʚʳʢʠ 

ʧʨʝʧʦʜʘʚʘʝʤʳʝ ʠʤ ʚ ʪʝʯʝʥʠʝ ʫʯʝʙʥʦʛʦ ʜʥʷ. ʋ 

ʩʪʫʜʝʥʪʦʚ ʙʫʜʝʪ ʚʦʟʤʦʞʥʦʩʪʴ ʧʨʠʥʷʪʴ ʫʯʘʩʪʠʝ ʚ 

ʨʘʟʥʦʛʦ ʚʠʜʘ ʟʘʥʷʪʠʷʭ: ʅʘʧʨʠʤʝʨ ʤʫʟʳʢʘ, ʠʩʢʫʩʩʪʚʦ, 

ʩʧʦʨʪ, ʛʦʥʯʘʨʥʳʝ ʠʟʜʝʣʠʷ, ʢʝʨʘʤʠʢʘ,ʨʘʟʣʠʯʥʳʝ ʠʛʨʳ 

ʠ ʤʥʦʛʦʝ ʜʨʫʛʦʝ. ʕʪʠ ʟʘʥʷʪʠʷ ʙʫʜʫʪ ʤʝʥʷʪʴʩʷ ʢʘʞʜʳʝ 

ʥʝʩʢʦʣʴʢʦ ʤʝʩʷʮʝʚ ʚ ʟʘʚʠʩʠʤʦʩʪʠ ʦʪ ʠʥʪʝʨʝʩʦʚ 

ʩʪʫʜʝʥʪʦʚ. ʇʦʝʟʜʢʠ ʧʦʩʣʝ ʰʢʦʣʳ ʠ ʉʝʤʝʡʥʳʝ ɺʝʯʝʨʘ 

ʪʘʢʞʝ ʧʨʝʜʣʘʛʘʶʪʩʷ ʚ ʪʝʯʝʥʠʝ ʛʦʜʘ. 

 

ʂʣʫʙ ʨʘʙʦʪʘʝʪ ʩ ʧʦʥʝʜʝʣʴʥʠʢʘ ʧʦ ʧʷʪʥʠʮʫ. ʐʢʦʣʴʥʳʡ 

ʘʚʪʦʙʫʩ ʧʨʝʜʦʩʪʘʚʣʷʝʪʩʷ ʪʦʣʴʢʦ ʩ ʧʦʥʝʜʝʣʴʥʠʢʘ ʧʦ 

ʯʝʪʚʝʨʛ. ʆʙʨʘʪʠʪʝ ʚʥʠʤʘʥʠʝ, ʥʘ ʪʦ ʯʪʦ ʰʢʦʣʴʥʳʡ 

ʘʚʪʦʙʫʩ ʧʨʠʚʦʟʠʪ ʚʘʰʝʛʦ ʨʝʙʸʥʢʘ ʢ ʙʣʠʞʘʡʰʝʡ  

ʐʢʦʣʝ (Elementary School) ʠ ʯʪʦ ʥʝ ʙʫʜʝʪ ʘʚʪʦʙʫʩʘ ʧʦ 

ʧʷʪʥʠʮʘʤ. ɺʦʪ ʢʘʢ ʧʨʠʤʝʨʥʦ ʙʫʜʝʪ ʚʳʛʣʷʜʝʪʴ ʛʨʘʬʠʢ 

ʇʠʣʦʪ ʂʣʫʙʘ: 

 

2:45-3:00 PM ɿʘʢʫʩʢʠ 

3:05-3:40 PM Aʢʘʜʝʤʠʯʝʩʢʠʝ ʛʨʫʧʧʳ 

3:45-4:20 PM ʂʦʥʝʮ ʧʨʦʛʨʘʤʤʳ 

4:30 PM Oʪʧʨʘʚʣʝʥʠʝ ʘʚʪʦʙʫʩʘ 

 

ʈʝʛʠʩʪʨʘʮʠʦʥʥʳʝ ʬʦʨʤʳ ʥʘʭʦʜʷʪʩʷ ʚ ʛʣʘʚʥʦʤ ʦʬʠʩʝ. 

ɺʘʰ ʨʝʙʝʥʦʢ cʤʦʞʝʪ ʥʘʯʘʪʴ ʧʨʦʛʨʘʤʤy ʢʦʛʜʘ ʚʳ 

ʩʜʘʜʠʪʝ ʬʦʨʤʫ ʚ ʛʣʘʚʥʳʡ ʦʬʠʩ. ʇʦʢʘ 

ʨʝʛʠʩʪʨʘʮʠʦʥʥʘʷ ʬʦʨʤʘ ʥʝ ʧʝʨʝʚʝʜʝʥʘ. 

 

ʅʝ ʩʪʝʩʥʷʡʪʝʩʴ ʟʚʦʥʠʪʴ ɼʝʙʙʠ ʋʠʣʣʠʩ, ʢʦʦʨʜʠʥʘʪʦʨ 

ʧʨʦʛʨʘʤʤʳ ʧʦ 253 571-5255. 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=pilot's+wheel&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rls=com.microsoft:en-us&biw=999&bih=496&tbm=isch&tbnid=gk85SHCau3lx5M:&imgrefurl=http://www.freebase.com/view/m/029wxdt&docid=sW9KBhj64uEAcM&imgurl=http://img.freebase.com/api/trans/image_thumb/m/029wxdt?maxheight=510&mode=fit&maxwidth=510&w=137&h=120&ei=XvaqTuSbOYWOiAKp4vCSCw&zoom=1


Principally Speaking ΧΧΧ  A Fatherôs advice! 

 
The one thing about a funeral is that it gives you the chance to reflect.  At a recent family funeral I had that 
opportunity to reflect.  I thought of the students and families at Gray and my own experiences with my 9th grade 
son and 12th grade daughter.  They both attend Stadium High School.  There is no playbook for raising a child 
and I have definitely learned more from my children than I have taught them.  However, I would like to share 
some advice that I have come to believe from my 18 years of fatherhood, 19 years of coaching and 20 years in 
the education profession and hope that my children will take it to heart.   
 
What advice would I give to my children? 
 
Advice 1:  Remember the two minute rule.  Sometimes the last two minutes of a game are the most exciting 
because a team may be behind and everyone focuses and pulls together to attempt a comeback.  Why donôt 
we study, and learn with the two minute rule in mind.  Another way to think about this is to just give me 100% 
or in Sounderôs soccer terms, ñgive your full 90.ò 
 
Advice 2:  Never burn a bridge.  Respect everyone.  In school they are teachers, fellow students and adult 
staff members.  You never know what door you will open in the future because you were respectful towards 
that person. 
 
Advice 3:  Learn from people; keep an open mind. Then as an adult make your own decisions about how you 
will act. 
 
Advice 4:  Be like me, but be better than me! 
 
As parents, I invite you to send me your words of advice.  You can email me your thoughts at 
kikeda@tacoma.k12.wa.us.   
 

Go Pilots !                                                                                          Kevin Ikeda,  Principal 
 

 
 
 
 

 S. 66th St., Tacoma, WA  98409 ~ (253) 502-4650 
Tacoma School District CLOSURES & HALF DAYS 

JANUARY 2012 
        

1/2/2012 Monday School resumes 2:30PM-7PM 

1/16 Monday Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday - NO SCHOOL/CLUB CLOSED CLOSED 

1/17 Tuesday *NO SCHOOL - CLUB OPEN 10:00AM - 4:00PM 

        

FEBRUARY 
        

2/6 Monday *NO SCHOOL - CLUB OPEN 10:00AM - 4:00PM 

2/20 Monday Presidents Day - NO SCHOOL/CLUB CLOSED CLOSED 

        

 

    
* Extended Hours Available for $10 per day on January 17th & February 6th.  Pre-Registration is required. 

  Extended Hours will include:  7AM-10AM and/or 4PM-6PM 
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