
We l c o m e
Dear Families,

I am honored to serve you as superintendent and look forward to a 
productive year of learning for our young people in the Tacoma Public 
Schools. 

Our mission is simple: We want to provide excellent instruction that results 
in increased student achievement for all students. We are doing this through 
standards-based curriculum, professional development, effective school 
leadership, clear communication and sustainable partnerships. And, we’re  
creating a dynamic partnership with parents and community.

We took a bold step in funding all-day kindergarten at every elementary 
school this year. Research shows the benefits of early childhood learning. 
By providing a solid foundation, children will be better prepared for 
educational success throughout their schools years. 

We are also working to provide options to keep students in school and 
help them be successful. Examples include the Tacoma Internet Academy, 
Tacoma Business Academy and Lincoln Center—a program that will provide 
significant enrichment and support, including extended school days for an 
initial group of ninth graders. 

There is much work to be done to reach high achievement and close the 
achievement gap. We can attain these goals with your help—your role as a 
parent is vital to your child’s success. We provide this calendar and parent 
resource handbook with valuable information to assist you in supporting 
your child’s education. We welcome your partnership with our schools.

I look forward to working with you this year as we continue this important 
work. Thank you for your support of the Tacoma Public Schools.

SCHOOL BOARD
Tacoma school board 
members are elected 
in odd-numbered years 
and serve six-year terms. 
School board meetings 
are held the second and 
fourth Thursdays of each 
month beginning at 6 
p.m. in the fourth floor 
auditorium in the Central 
Administration Building, 
601 S. 8th St., Tacoma. 
Contact school board 
members by writing 
them c/o Tacoma School 
District, P.O. Box 1357, 
Tacoma, WA  98401-1357.

CONNIE 
RICKMAN
253.571.7442
Term expires 
November 2009

Debbie  
Winskill
253.627.7377
Term expires 
December 2013

KIM GOLDING
Vice President
253.571.1397
Term expires 
November 2011

KURT MILLER
253.571.1290
Term expires 
November 2009

JIM DUGAN
President
253.571.1396
Term expires 
November 2011
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District Improvement Goals
Increase achievement for all 1.	
students each year by 10%. 

Decrease the gap between under 2.	
performing subgroups and the 
district average performance on 
the WASL by 10% annually.

Decrease the dropout rate by 10% 3.	
annually.

Reduce the number of students 4.	
not graduating by 10% annually.

Mission Statement
The mission of the Tacoma Public 
Schools is to provide excellent 
instruction that results in increased 
student achievement and to create 
a dynamic partnership with parents 
and our community. 
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No Child Left Behind legislation
The federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 
2001 requires states to establish student achieve-
ment standards; establish assessment systems to 
measure student progress toward those standards; 
and have all students reach those standards by 
2014.

Students in grades 3-8 and grade 10 must take 
the Washington Assessment of Student Learning 
(WASL).  The WASL is a standards-based assess-
ment to determine if students have met the 
state’s Essential Academic Learning Requirements 
(EALRs).

The district and teachers are working hard to 
close the achievement gap and help students meet 
the NCLB standards.  However, they cannot do it 
alone.  The district seeks the partnership of parents 
and community for student success.  Please check 
the Tacoma Public Schools Web site, www.tacom-
aschools.org, for information on our district im-
provement efforts, current data and ways in which 
parents can assist the district in meeting adequate 
yearly progress and closing the achievement gap. 

Highly qualified teachers
As part of the provisions of the No Child Left 
Behind Act of 2001 for students attending Title I 
schools, you may request the professional quali-
fications of your child’s classroom teachers(s) by 
contacting your child’s school.  The Tacoma School 
District will provide you with the information as 
soon as possible upon request.  Thank you for your 
interest and involvement in your child’s education.

District news and information
The Tacoma Public Schools has resources to update 
you on the latest district information and news 24 
hours a day. Sign up to receive district news alerts 
online at the district Web site, www.tacomaschools.
org. Please contact the Public Information Office, 
253.571.1015, if you have any questions about these 
services or need assistance.

TPS TV
You can also access frequent bulletins and edu-
cational programming on TPS TV, which can be 
found on the following cable channels:

Comcast (Channel 26)•	

Click! (Channel 87)•	

District contact information
District Information Line
253.571.1000

District Web Site
www.tacomaschools.org

District E-newsletter
“The Webucator” 
www.tacomaschools.org/webucator

Online Newsroom
www.tacomaschools.org/newsroom

Non-discrimination statement
Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the 
presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person 
with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies 
to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above 
should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries 
regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, 
telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning 
students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, 
coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for 
disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, 
telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.

Tacoma Public Schools
District Offices

601 S. 8th St.
Tacoma, WA 98405

Phone: 253.571.1000
www.tacomaschools.org
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Lowell Leopards

School hours*
Elementary school hours   
9 a.m.–3:30 p.m.

Middle school hours  
 8:15 a.m.–2:45 p.m.

High school hours 
 7:35 a.m.–2:05 p.m.

Exceptions:
Bryant Montessori School 
9 a.m.–3:30 p.m. 
(Elementary) 
8:15 a.m.–2:45 p.m. 
(Middle)

*Please check with your 
school to confirm school 
operating hours.

Tacoma School of the 
Arts calendar
The Tacoma School of 
the Arts (SOTA) follows 
a different calendar than 
the district calendar. 
SOTA has an extended 
learning day so its 
holidays and vacations are 
frequently different than 
the comprehensive high 
schools. Contact SOTA for 
a copy of its calendar at 
253.571.7900.

Closed campuses
Students in kindergarten 
through grade 12 
must have the school’s 
permission to leave the 
school grounds during 
regular school hours.

DISTRICT DIRECTORY
GENERAL INFORMATION........................................................ 253.571.1000

Arts Education............................................................................253.571.1135

Athletics/Activities.....................................................................253.571.1123

Attendance Area Boundaries......................................................253.571.1189

Bilingual Education.................................................................... 253.571.1415

Bus Route Information (Durham)............................................. 253.475.0334

Career & Technical Education...................................................253.571.1126

Challenge/Highly Capable Programs.........................................253.571.1120

ChildFind....................................................................................253.571.1047

Counseling/Guidance................................................................253.571.1182

Curriculum & Instruction..........................................................253.571.1120

Early Childhood Education (ECEAP).........................................253.571.1870

Elementary Education.............................................. 253.571.1049/1415/1032

Enrollment Services...................................................................253.571.1142

Food Services (lunch/breakfast)................................................253.571.3370

Head Start.................................................................................. 253.571.1900

Health (Nursing) Services......................................................... 253.571.1506

Highly Capable Student Programs (Gifted)...............................253.571.1120

Instructional Technology.......................................................... 253.571.3541

K-12 Support.............................................................................. 253.571.1036

Kindergarten..............................................................................253.571.1870

Learning Assistance Program (LAP).......................................... 253.571.1111

Literacy/Mathematics/Science...................................................253.571.1120

Optional Enrollment..................................................................253.571.1189

Partnerships—School, Family, Community and Business........ 253.571.1087

Program and Learning Support..................................................253.571.1319

Public Information.....................................................................253.571.1015

Research and Evaluation............................................................253.571.1193

Running Start/Fresh Start..........................................................253.571.1139

School Board..............................................................................253.571.1443

Secondary Education..................................................................253.571.1033

Security..................................................................................... 253.571.1288

Special Education...................................................................... 253.571.1040

Summer School Programs......................................................... 253.571.1092

Superintendent’s Office..............................................................253.571.1010

Transportation, Special Education.............................................253.571.1855

Transportation............................................................................253.571.1853

Truancy......................................................................................253.571.1012

Volunteer Services..................................................................... 253.571.1087DI
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QUICK
SAND!

EARN 23
HIGH SCHOOL

CREDITS

COMPLETE
CULMINATING

PROJECT

GRADUATION
REQUIREMENTS

1

2

3

A

B

DIPLOMA &
CERTIFICATE OF
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

Passed Reading WASL
 SAT, ACT or AP exams or
 Collection of Evidence (COE) or
 Grade Comparison

Passed Writing WASL
 SAT, ACT, or AP Exams or
 Collection of Evidence (COE) or
 Grade Comparison

Passed Math WASL
 PSAT, SAT, ACT, or AP Exams or
 Collection of Evidence (COE) or
 Grade Comparison

DIPLOMA ONLY

Passed Reading WASL
Passed Writing WASL
Graduating classes of 2009-2010 must
earn 2.0 math credits after 10th grade
year and take the WASL at least once
a year until graduation

COMPLETE
HIGH SCHOOL AND

BEYOND PLAN
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
The Washington State Board of Education 
established new graduation requirements that will 
require each student to develop an educational 
plan to guide his/her high school experience 
along with expectations for the year following 
graduation, and complete a culminating project 
that demonstrates knowledge and skills in the 
basic required subjects, along with any special 
knowledge and skills relevant to the chosen career 
pathway. The Tacoma Public Schools has further 
defined these requirements by assisting students 
in selecting career pathways and taking classes 
that help students explore opportunities in those 
pathways and creating portfolios that represent 
their educational experiences.

Beginning with the class entering ninth grade in 
the 2004-05 school year, graduation requirements 
for the school district are to:

Complete a Culminating Project;•	

Qualify for a Certificate of Academic •	
Achievement (CAA) or Certificate of 
Individual Achievement (CIA);

Develop a plan for meeting high school •	
graduation requirements and a post high 
school career goals; and

Earn 23 high school credits within required •	
categories detailed in Policy 2410.
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ATHLETICS eligibility

To participate in high school athletics, students 
must complete the athletic/activity contract, the 
physical and eligibility form and the emergency 
card form and purchase an ASB card ($30). 
High school students who participate in athletic 
activities must also maintain the following 
academic standards:

Ninth-grade students must meet the Washington 
Interscholastic Activity Association (WIAA) 
academic standards in their first semester. Second 
semester ninth grade students and 10th- to 12th-
grade students must meet the following academic 
standards; maintain a 2.0 GPA and receive no more 
than one failing grade throughout the semester.  

Grades from the previous semester will be used to 
determine a student’s initial eligibility. Throughout 
the semester, each school’s regular grading cycle 
of formal progress reports and/or midterm grade 
reports will be used to determine athletic eligibility 
for the remainder of that sports season.  

To participate in middle school athletics, students 
must complete the Middle School Activities 
Contract and Eligibility Form, the emergency card 
form and purchase an ASB card ($15). Middle 
school students who participate in athletic 
activities must also maintain the following 
academic standards:

Students must be passing all classes with a C grade 
or higher (C or C+) throughout the season to be 
eligible to participate in inter-school competition. 
This eligibility will be determined by progress 
reports. Progress reports will be done at a 
minimum of every other week during each season.  

Complete eligibility requirements can be found on 

the athletics Web site, www.tacomaschools.org, in 
the school office or in the district athletic office. 
Denial of student attendance or participation in 
extracurricular activities is subject to due process 
requirements. (Policy 2151, Regulation 2151R) All 
students must show proof that they are covered by 
their family’s insurance plan or by school-provided 
athletic insurance.  For information, see Regulation 
2151R “Interscholastic Athletics” on the district 
Web site under School Board Policies, series 
2000.  Specific information regarding athletics and 
activities in the district can be found at  
www.tacomaschools.org/athleticsandactivities.

District Programs
Some students have special needs which can best 
be met by district’s alternative programs. The list 
below describes some options available in the 
Tacoma Public Schools. For more information, call 
253.571.5100.

Oakland High School is a high school of under 200 
students that offers a full-day learning experience 
and a flexible schedule to meet individual needs. 
This program is designed for students who need 
to make up credits or who progress at a faster rate. 
Call 253.571.5100 for more information.

Hilltop Artists in Residence, located at Jason Lee 
Middle School, serves both high school and middle 
school students enrolled in the program seeking 
academic skills in core subjects. Call 253.571.7670 
or 253.571.6078 for more information.

Tacoma Internet Academy is an online learning 
academy at Oakland High School that offers core 
academic and other courses that a student may 
need for graduation. Call 2535.5100 for more 
information. 

Tacoma Business Academy is a partnership with Bates 
Technical College and Communities in Schools, 
focused on helping students who have dropped 
out of  high school and may be working in low-
paying jobs complete high school requirements 
and prepare for post-secondary classes on a college 
campus. Call 253.571.1126 for more information.

DISTRICT PROGRAM
S
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Programs For income-eligible preschoolers
Help your four-year-old student get ready for 
kindergarten by enrolling in the HeadStart program 
or the Early Childhood Education and Assistance 
Program (ECEAP). To qualify for HeadStart, your 
child must be four years old by Aug. 31 for priority 
enrollment and four by March of 2008 for the next 
priority. You must also meet income requirements 
and live within the Tacoma School District 
boundaries. For information, call HeadStart at 
253.571.1900 and ECEAP at 253.571.1870.

Afterschool and summer programs
Many types of classes are offered in the summer. 
Classes have been developed to be exciting as 
well as fit the learning needs of all students. They 
range from basic subjects to art and are described 
in a catalog mailed to families in the spring. Many 
classes have a tuition fee, but assistance is available 
for students who need financial assistance.

College credit programs
Running Start is available at all high schools and 
Oakland High School. Students can earn up to two 
years of tuition-free college credit. A split program, 
attending both high school and college classes, is 
permissible.

Dual credit courses can be taken at high schools. 
Each high school determines which of its courses 
will offer dual credit. Please contact your high 
school counselor for more information.

Services for students with special needs
Special Education services are determined by 
a student’s Individual Education Plan (IEP) that 
addresses the unique needs of the student. A 
continuum of services for students with special 
needs is provided by the Tacoma School District. 
The range of services may include instruction, 
speech and language therapy, physical therapy, 
occupational therapy, audiology and transitional 
services. For more information, call 253.571.1040.

Challenge/Highly Capable programs
Some students may be ready for more challenging, 
advanced work before others. Elementary programs 
include: Joining Ability With Subject (JAWS), a 
part-time program outside classrooms; and Self-
contained Advanced Individual Learning (SAIL), 
a full-time program. The school-wide enrichment 
model is also available at several schools this year. 
Middle schools offer programs including options in 
language arts, social studies, mathematics, science 
or specialized exploratory classes. Testing for this 
program is conducted four times each year, by 
grade levels, see below:

2008-09 Grade Level	 Nomination Deadline	 Testing Dates 
New students  to district call for nomination testing information 
Grades 3-7	 Feb. 6, 2009	 March 7, 2009 
Grade 2	 March 27, 2008	 April 18, 2008

Completed nomination forms for new students, and 
others being tested throughout the year, must be 
received by the Curriculum and Instruction Office 
no later than 4:30 p.m. on the identified deadline 
dates. Students who enter the district after the 
above deadlines will have an opportunity to be 
tested. Call 253.571.1120 for more information.
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EDUCATION RIGHTS OF 
HOMELESS/TRANSITIONAL 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH
McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Act 
The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act was 
authorized by Congress, December 2001, as part of 
the No Child Left Behind Legislation. The purpose 
of the McKinney-Vento Act is to remove barriers to 
education for homeless/transitional students and 
provide educational stability. 

Who is considered McKinney-Vento eligible? Any child 
or youth who lacks a fixed, regular and adequate 
nighttime residence is considered homeless, 
and includes those who are temporarily sharing 
housing with others due to loss of housing or 
economic hardship. It also includes children and 
youth who are living in hotels, camping grounds, 
emergency shelters, cars, bus or train stations, 
or other similar settings, unaccompanied youth, 
transitional housing programs and children in 
foster or temporary placements. If you are not sure 
if a child qualifies, please call 253.571.1875.

What are the education rights of homeless children 
and youth? Our schools provide equal and 
comparable access to all students regardless of 
their home living situation. McKinney-Vento 
eligible children and youth have specific rights 
that include:

Maintain attendance at the school of origin 1.	
(if this is in the child’s best interest), or 
enroll in the local school where currently 
residing

Assistance with transportation even if the 2.	
child is temporarily living outside district 
boundaries

Assistance obtaining needed records and 3.	
documentation

Appropriate support services and programs 4.	
for which they are eligible such programs as 
gifted, children with disabilities, vocational 
education, preschool

Academic assistance through the district’s 5.	
federally funded Title I program

Parent or guardian involvement in school 6.	
activities

Maintain enrollment in the current school 7.	

for the remainder of the school year 
(transportation assistance if needed)

If you have a student/child who may qualify for 
McKinney-Vento services or would like more 
information, please contact the McKinney-Vento 
liaison at your child’s school or the district 
homeless/transitional liaison at 253.571.1875 or 
253.306.3920.

Tone Resource Center
Additional resources are available for McKinney-
Vento eligible students through the Tone 
Resource Center. Thanks to community 
donations and support, the Tone Resource 
Center offers assistance with such things as: 
school supplies, backpacks, clothing, uniforms, 
shoes, hygiene items and resource information 
for parents. Contact the McKinney-Vento liaison 
at your child’s school or the district liaison at 
253.571.1875/253.306.3920.

EDUCATION RIGHTS FOR THE  HOM
ELESS
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HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Healthy students make better students
Students are routinely screened for vision, hearing 
and other common problems. Students are not 
automatically covered by medical, dental or 
accident insurance. If your student is not covered 
by a family plan, you may purchase student 
insurance through the district. Most students and 
youth up to and including age 19 who qualify for 
free or reduced-price lunch can also receive free 
health coverage through Medicaid, Basic Health 
and/or Children’s Health Insurance Program. 
Contact your school office for student insurance 
forms.

Immunizations: no shots, no school
Washington state law requires that students 
enrolled in grades K–12 be fully immunized. Any 
student enrolling in a Tacoma School District 
school must show proof of immunizations before 
the enrollment process begins. Students will not 
be enrolled unless immunization requirements are 
met. All students preregistering for kindergarten 
must provide proof of being fully immunized in 
order to complete the registration process. When 
you enroll your student in school, please fill out a 
Certificate of Immunization Status (CIS) form. State 
law requires that the CIS form be dated and signed 
by the parent or guardian.

Illness or injuries at school
If your student is injured or is too sick to remain 
at school, he/she will be sent home only after the 
school contacts you or the emergency contact 
person you list on the enrollment form. If no one 
is available, your student will be kept at school. 
If there is an emergency, school staff members 
will act on the parent’s behalf and get help. Use of 
canes, crutches, walker aids and/or wheelchairs 
at school must have written authorization from a 
health care provider. Please keep the school nurse 
informed of any changes in your student’s health 
condition.

Medicine at school
If your student needs to take prescription or over-
the-counter medication at school, you and your 
student’s doctor must sign a permission form. This 
form is available at your doctor’s office or from your 
student’s school. The medication must be sent in its 
original container and it must show your student’s 
name, the dosage and the time medication should 
be given. The medication must be brought to 

school by the parent or another responsible adult. 
Please provide an empty second prescription bottle 
with identical label for use on field trips.

Physical examinations
It is recommended that your student have a 
physical examination before entering kindergarten, 
sixth and ninth grades. Middle school and high 
school students participating in interscholastic 
or extramural athletics must have a physical 
examination before trying out for a sport. Call the 
district Athletic/Activities office at 253.571.1123 for 
more information.

Children with Life-Threatening Conditions
A state law passed in 2002 directs school 
administrators to require the presentation of a 
medication or treatment order and a health care 
plan for a child’s life-threatening health condition 
that may require medical services to be performed 
at school. The medication or treatment order and 
health care plan must be provided before or on 
each child’s first day of attendance or continued 
attendance if the child is already in school. Please 
contact the school nurse if your child has a life-
threatening health condition.

Provision of health care services to 
students with special medical needs
The Tacoma School District is providing full-time 
nursing staff at 10 elementary schools for students 
with serious health conditions requiring specialized 
licensed health care. Students will be served at the 
regional site closest to their residence. For more 
information, please contact the Health Services 
Department administrator, at 253.571.1506 or 
253.571.1438. Regional sites are located at: Edison, 
Fawcett, Franklin, Geiger, Larchmont, Lowell, 
Lister, Northeast Tacoma, Skyline and Whittier 
elementary schools.

Drug and Alcohol counseling program
All Tacoma School District students have the 
opportunity to confer with a community drug/
alcohol specialist contracted to provide alcohol 
and other drug assessments, referral and case 
management into community treatment. 
Students completing treatment may request case 
management services to ensure an individualized 
plan for transition back to the school from 
inpatient settings and assistance in connecting 
with support services available both in the school 
and community. Washington law (RCW 69.54.060; 
65.54.070) states that “any person 14 years of age 
or older may give consent for himself to receive 
counseling, care, treatment or rehabilitation by an HE
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Reed Elementary School

approved drug treatment center or person licensed 
by the state related to conditions and problems 
caused by drug or alcohol abuse. When an 
individual submits him/herself for care, treatment, 
counseling or rehabilitation to any organization, 
institution or corporation, public or private, 
confidentiality is guaranteed.”

If you are concerned about your son/daughter and 
possible involvement with alcohol and/or other 
drugs, please call the building administrator or 
counselor.

Parent information night on HIV/AIDS 
curriculum
Washington state law requires that parents 
review the HIV/AIDS curriculum for students in 
grades 5–12 before excluding their student from 
participating. Please contact your child’s school for 
the time and place of the presentation.

Meningococcal information
As of July 2005, schools in Washington are required 
to provide information on meningococcal disease 
to parents or guardians of all students entering 
Grades 6-12.

Meningococcal disease is a serious infection of the 
brain (meningitis) and blood caused by a type of 
bacteria. Fortunately, this life-threatening infection 
is rare—only about 75 people are infected each 
year in Washington.  Adolescents and young adults 
are more likely to get meningococcal disease, 
especially those living in group settings, like 
college dorms. 

A vaccine is available that can protect your child 

against the most common types of bacteria 
that cause meningococcal disease. One dose of 
meningococcal vaccine is recommended for all 
adolescents ages 11-12 years as part of their pre-teen 
health check-up. The vaccine is also recommended 
for all adolescents ages 13 through 18 who 
have not previously been vaccinated. College 
freshmen living in dorms are at increased risk for 
meningococcal disease and should get vaccinated 
before starting college if they didn’t get the vaccine 
at a younger age. The meningococcal vaccine is not 
required for school or college attendance. 

Here are some other ways to prevent the spread of 
meningococcal disease: 

Practice good hygiene (regular hand •	
washing, covering coughs and sneezes, etc.) 

Do not share items such as eating utensils, •	
glasses, cups, water bottles, drinks, lip gloss 
or toothbrushes, because they may spread 
meningococcal disease and other bacteria 
and viruses.

We encourage you to learn more about 
meningococcal disease and how to prevent it.  
More information on meningococcal disease, the 
vaccine, and other recommended immunizations is 
available on the following Web sites:

Washington State Department of Health Immunization 
Program
Meningococcal information:  www.doh.wa.gov/cfh/
immunize/diseases/meningitis/default.htm 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Meningococcal vaccine information: www.cdc.gov/
vaccines/pubs/vis/downloads/vis-mening.pdf

Disease information:  www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dbmd/
diseaseinfo/meningococcal_g.htm 

Pre-teen immunizations:  www.cdc.gov/vaccines/
spec-grps/preteens-adol.htm

College students & young adults:  www.cdc.gov/
vaccines/spec-grps/college.htm

Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
Vaccine Education Center    		
Meningococcal questions & answers:  www.chop.
edu/vaccine/images/vec_mening_tear.pdf 

National Meningitis Association 
www.nmaus.org

HEALTH & W
ELLNESS

14



Human Papillomavirus (HPV)
The following information is being provided to you 
at the direction of the Washington State Legislature 
to help reduce cervical cancer rates in Washington 
by protecting girls from HPV.

What is Human Papillomavirus (HPV)? 
HPV is a very common virus that is spread through 
genital contact. At least 50 percent of sexually 
active people will get HPV at some time in their 
lives. There are many types of HPV. Some types can 
cause cervical cancer or genital warts. Both women 
and men can get HPV and easily spread it to others 
without knowing they have it.

What are the symptoms of HPV? 
Most people with HPV have no signs or symptoms. 
Some people know they have HPV because they 
have a symptom like genital warts. Women may 
find out they have HPV through cervical cancer 
screening (Pap tests) and HPV testing. Health 
care providers do not usually test for HPV unless 
abnormal cervical cell changes are detected by a 
Pap test.

How can HPV infection be prevented? 
The best way to prevent HPV infection is to abstain 
from all sexual activity. People with only one 
lifetime partner can get HPV if their partner had 
previous sexual partners. It is uncertain how well 
condoms protect against HPV infection. However, 
condom users do have lower cervical cancer rates. 
The HPV vaccine is a very effective way to prevent 
four types of HPV that can cause cervical cancer 
and genital warts.

What is the HPV vaccine? 
The HPV vaccine, Gardasil®, protects against four 
types of HPV which cause 70 percent of cervical 
cancers and 90 percent of genital warts. The 
vaccine does not protect against all types of HPV or 
other sexually transmitted infections. The vaccine 
also does not protect against any type of HPV 
that someone already has. Current studies show 
that HPV vaccine protection lasts up to five years. 
Research will continue to determine the length of 
the HPV vaccine’s protection.

Who should get the vaccine and when should they get it? 
The federal Advisory Committee on Immunization 
Practices recommends the HPV vaccine for all girls 
age 11–12 years. The vaccine can also be given to 
females as young as nine and up to 26 years, if their 
doctor recommends it. HPV vaccine is given as a 
series of three shots over a six-month period. The 
vaccine is not currently recommended for boys or 

men. The HPV vaccine is a preventive vaccine and 
will offer the best protection if given before sexual 
activity starts. HPV vaccine is not required for 
school entry in Washington.

Are Pap tests still recommended for females that get the 
HPV vaccine?  
Yes. The HPV vaccine does not protect against all 
of the types of HPV that can cause cervical cancer, 
so females will still need Pap tests.

Where can I find the HPV vaccine?  
Ask your doctor, nurse, or local health clinic to 
find out whether your daughter needs the HPV 
vaccine and where you can get it. Most providers in 
Washington will have state-supplied HPV vaccine 
and there will be no cost to parents (of girls under 
19 years) for the vaccine. Providers may charge 
an office visit and for administration fee. The HPV 
vaccine is available to providers at no cost through 
Washington State’s Universal Childhood Vaccine 
Program.

For more information on HPV, the vaccine and 
cervical cancer:

Centers for Disease Control & Prevention - •	
www.cdc.gov/std/hpv

Washington State Department of Health •	
www.doh.wa.gov/cfh/immunize/
documents/hpvvaccinefactsheet.pdf

American Social Health Association - •	 www.
ashastd.org

American Cancer Society - •	 www.cancer.org
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Grant Elementary School

Safety guidelines

School Safety
Campus security staff are assigned to all high 
schools and middle schools. Mobile patrol officers 
provide security for all schools. The Tacoma Police 
Department responds immediately to calls for 
assistance and provides help in other areas.

Unauthorized persons are not allowed on 
school property and students are not allowed to 
leave school without permission. All registered 
volunteers and school staff have background 
checks completed to ensure student safety. 
The district violence prevention plan includes 
skill-building activities for students and staff and 
information for parents.

Emergencies
In case of earthquake, volcanic eruption, major 
power failure or fire, elementary students and 
students with disabilities will not be sent home 
until staff knows there is someone at home to 
supervise him/her or that other care has been 
arranged. Please make arrangements for alternative 
care in advance if you may not be available and 
provide this information to the school. If it is 
necessary to close a school during the day and send 
students home, local media will be alerted and 
a district telephone message will be used to call 
parent/guardian contact numbers. Please make sure 
contact numbers are current with your schools. 

Individual Student Safety
Here are some guidelines to help keep your student 
safe on the way to school:

Crossing guards will help your student cross 
some of the city’s busiest streets. Because it is not 
possible to have a guard at each crossing, please 
teach your student how to cross streets and to obey 
crossing guards for their safety.

These are some tips on child safety cited by a 
number of organizations:

Walk with a buddy.•	

Always let your parents know where you are •	
going and when you arrive.

Do not get close to any car that slows down •	
or stops near you.

Use the same route and do not take shortcuts.•	

Know the emergency phone numbers for •	
your family.

If you drive your student to school, pay close 
attention to the instructions your school provides 
for student drop off and pick-up. These instructions 
are meant to protect your student’s safety and allow 
for a smooth traffic flow. Please do not stop in “no 
parking zones,” “bus zones” or in school crossings. 

Your student may ride a bike to school. Please teach 
your student the rules of the road and bicycle safety 
and responsibility. The school is not responsible for 
lost, stolen or damaged bikes.

Parents and teachers are important partners in 
teaching students personal safety.

Violence Prevention Hotline:
1-866-LIVE-TIP, ext. 1155

Additional Notifications

Controversial issues
The district has issued regulations regarding the 
study of such issues which have publicly evoked 
opposing viewpoints in society. Contact your 
school principal for guidelines. (Policy 2331)

Integrated pest management program
The purpose of an Integrated Pest Management 
(IPM) Program is to provide an environmentally 
responsible approach to pest management within 
our schools. Pests will be managed to: reduce any 
potential human health hazard or to protect against 
a significant threat to public safety; prevent loss 
or damage to school structures or property; and 
enhance the quality of life of students, staff and 
others.

The following are the guidelines used by the 
Tacoma School District pursuant to the RCW 
17.21.415.

To notify parents, staff and other users of school 
properties of a planned pesticide application, 
written notification will be given to the building 
administrator. The building administrator will 
be responsible for notification of staff and 
students of upcoming pesticide/herbicide (P/H) 
treatments. Notices will be provided to the building 
administrator to be posted in designated areas at 
the school. Such notice will normally be provided 
at least 48 hours before the application of P/H.  
When school is not in session, treated areas will 
still be posted.  Notification to parents and staff will 
not be necessary when application is made during 
winter, spring, and summer breaks.

SAFETY GUIDELINES
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Wainwright Elementary School

Signs will be placed at the main entrance to each 
school, athletic field, or other area, as well as at the 
location of application for all pesticide applications. 
Signs must be placed at all entrances to an affected 
area or building and in other strategic locations to 
prevent human contact with the treated area.  

Products to be used: Krovar, Ortho Hornet and 
Wasp Killer, Round-up, Weed and Feed Fertilizer, 
Fertilizer 22-2-22, Crossbow, Casaron, Talstar, 
Phantom, Tempo, ant baits (Terro, Advance, Uncle 
Alberts) and rodent bait (Contrac Bait). Location of 
where pesticides/herbicides may be applied: play 
fields, ball fields, lawn areas, flower beds, trees and 
school buildings (interior and exterior).

NOTE: Records of applications and the annual 
summary of herbicides/pesticides applied are on file 
with the Tacoma Public Schools. Interested parties 
may request these through our Public Information 
Office located at 601 South 8th St., Tacoma, WA 
98405.  Revised 7/2007 

Student use of digital resources
The Tacoma School District offers students access 
through its digital resources to library materials, 
databases and the Internet. The district uses 
Internet filtering for all computers networked 
in district facilities. However, it is not possible 
to completely limit access to materials with 
inappropriate content. Therefore, it is important 
that each student’s parent or guardian carefully 
consider whether to permit his/her child to have 
access to the district’s digital resources, including 
the Internet.

Complete text of the Acceptable Use Policy for 
Digital Resources (Policy 6973 and Regulation 
6973R) are available on the district Web site, www.
tacomaschools.org/schoolboard/policies/index.asp 
or can be requested from the school.

The district reserves the right to review and 
monitor activity on the network for responsible use 
consistent with the district’s Acceptable Use Policy 
for Digital Resources and Regulation 6973, and to 
remove a user’s privilege to access the network at 
any time the district determines that the user is 
engaged in unauthorized activity or violating the 
policy. Disciplinary action, if any, shall be consistent 
with the district’s policies and procedures.

If you do not want the district to allow your child 
access to the Internet, check the appropriate box on 
the attached “Parent Request” form, sign and return 
it to your school’s principal by Sept. 30, 2008. By 
not completing and returning the form, you are 
granting permission for your child to access the 

district’s digital resources, including the Internet.

Student records, photographs and 
information
Each student has one complete set of records; 
one portion is kept at his/her school while the 
remainder may be maintained in the Central 
Administration Building files.

Student records located at school contain 
achievement information, standardized test scores, 
enrollment, directory information, health records, 
attendance, staff evaluations, comments, letters, 
disciplinary action and awards.

Student records for special education students 
located in the Central Administration Building files 
contain reports and assessments by staff specialists 
in speech, hearing, social/emotional, child study, 
visually disabled, etc.; individualized educational 
programs; state-approved reports and assessments 
such as special education programs and summer 
counseling; reports from individuals or agencies 
outside of school; and disciplinary action.

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) 
affords parents and students over 18 years of age 
(“eligible students”) certain rights with respect to 
the student’s education records. They are:

The right to inspect and review the student’s 1.	
education records within 45 days of the day the 
district receives a request for access.  
Parents or eligible students should submit to the 
school principal (or appropriate school official) 
a written request that identifies the record(s) 
they wish to inspect. The principal will make 
arrangements for access and notify the parent or 
eligible student of the time and place where the 
records may be inspected.

The right to request the amendment of the 2.	
student’s education records that the parent 
or eligible student believes are inaccurate or 
misleading.  
Parents or eligible students may ask the Tacoma 
School District to amend a record that they 
believe is inaccurate or misleading. They should 
write the school principal, clearly identify the 
part of the record they want changed and specify 
why it is inaccurate or misleading.  
 
If the district decides not to amend the record 
as requested by the parent or eligible student, 
the district will notify the parent or eligible 
student of the decision and advise him/her of 
his/her right to a hearing regarding the request AD
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McCarver Elementary School

Point Defiance Elementary School

for amendment. Additional information regarding 
the hearing procedures will be provided to the 
parent or eligible student when notified of the 
right to a hearing. 

The right to consent to disclosures of personally 3.	
identifiable information contained in the student’s 
education records, except to the extent that 
FERPA authorizes disclosure without consent. 
One exception which permits disclosure without 
consent is disclosure to school officials with 
legitimate educational interests. A school official 
has a legitimate educational interest if the 
official needs to review an education record in 
order to fulfill his/her professional employment 
responsibility. A school official is a person 
employed by the district as an administrator, 
supervisor, instructor or support staff member 
(including, but not limited to, health or medical 
staff and law enforcement unit personnel); a 
person serving on the school board; a person or 
company with whom the district has contracted 
to perform a special task (including, but not 
limited to an attorney, auditor, medical consultant 
or therapist); or a parent or student serving on 
an official committee, such as a disciplinary or 
grievance committee, or assisting another school 
official in performing his/her tasks.  
Upon request, the district discloses education 
records without consent to officials of another 
school district in which a student seeks or 
intends to enroll.  
The district may disclose appropriately 
designated “directory information” without 
written consent, unless you have advised the 
district to the contrary in accordance with 
district procedures as described below. The 
primary purpose of directory information is to 
allow the school district to include this type of 
information from your child’s education records 
in certain school publications. Examples include 
a playbill showing your child’s role in a drama 
production; the annual yearbook; honor roll or 
other recognition lists; graduation programs; 
and rosters for athletic teams and officially 
recognized activities.  
Directory information, which is information 
that is generally not considered harmful or 
an invasion of privacy if released, can also be 
disclosed to outside organizations without a 
parent’s prior written consent. The school 
district has designated the following information 
as directory information: student’s name; 
participation in officially recognized activities 

and sports; weight and height of members of 
athletic teams; photographs, degrees, honors and 
awards received; date and place of birth; dates of 
attendance, grade level and the school currently 
attending or most recently attended; and post-
high school career plans.  
Also, under directory information, the district 
will release the child’s current school, address 
and telephone number to law enforcement 
personnel, Child Protective Services, prosecuting 
attorney’s office, and to military recruiters and 
institutions of higher learning. Under certain 
conditions not covered by directory information, 
including allegations of child abuse, the district 
may also be required by state and federal law 
to release additional student information to the 
police, Child Protective Services and to juvenile 
justice authorities.   
If you do not want the school district to disclose 
directory information from your child’s education 
records without your prior written consent, 
or to disclose your child’s name, address and 
home telephone number (or your name, address 
and telephone number if you are a student) to 
military recruiters, complete and submit the 
information on the attached “Parent/Student 
Request” form and sign in the appropriate 
space provided. If you do not want photographs 
taken of your child for television, newspaper 
or school district publications, please indicate 
that refusal on this form. Students participating 
in the state Address Confidentiality Program 
will have a substitute address established by the 
Office of the Secretary of State, rather than a 
residential address. If you are a participant in this 
program, you may wish to submit the attached 
form to maintain the confidentiality of directory 
information. Return the completed form to your 
school’s principal by Sept. 30, 2008. This form 
needs to be completed every year. For more 
information, please call 253.571.1015. If no form 
is on file, it will be assumed that permission for 
release of directory information and/or photos 
has been granted.

The right to file a complaint with the U.S. 4.	
Department of Education concerning alleged 
failures by the district to comply with the 
requirements of FERPA. The name and address of 
the office that administers FERPA are: 
Family Policy Compliance Office​​ 
U.S. Department of Education​​ 
600 Independence Avenue SW​​ 
Washington, DC 20202-4605

ADDITIONAL NOTIFICATIONS
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Parent/Student Request to Restrict Release of Information
and/or Access to Internet 

If you do not wish photos or directory information to be released about your child,
or if you do not want your child to have access to the Internet, or information

about your child released to military recruiters, you must complete
this form and return it by the date below. 

Please enforce the following restrictions on release of information and/or access to the Internet for my child.*
This form needs to be completed every year. (Check all that apply) 

 Do not release directory information about my child without my permission. (Directory information 
is described in “Student Records, Photographs and Information” in the Student Rights, Responsibilities 
and Regulations (RRR) handbook) 

 Do not release my/my child’s name, address or telephone number to military recruiters. 

 Do not provide my child access to the Internet at school. (Access to the Internet is described in “Use 
of Digital Resources” in the RRR handbook) 

 Do not allow photographs/videotapes of my child for television, newspaper or school district 
publications without my permission.

Student Name  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

School ___________________________________________________________________  Grade ________________

Student’s Address _________________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name* (please print) ________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature*  ________________________________________________________________________
*Students who are 18 years of age sign their own request form. 

Student Signature** ________________________________________________________________________________ 
**Students may sign to opt out of release of information to military recruiters. 

ReTURN THIS FoRm To YoUR ScHool oFFIce
 BY SePTemBeR 30, 2008. 

Distribution: File original in student folder, after updating proper fi elds in student database. 




