
TVL Student Expectations & Statement of Understanding 
 
STUDENTS HAVE A 21 CALENDAR DAY TRIAL PERIOD 
 
Participating in TVL is a unique opportunity and a privilege. TVL is an ideal 
environment for a motivated learner who seeks the independence of completing 
coursework that runs “parallel” with the Tacoma Public Schools high school curriculum. 
TVL, though, is not an appropriate match for all students. Therefore, a 21-calendar-day 
trial period (three weeks) is established each semester to assess a student’s ability and 
desire to complete TVL coursework. 
 
For TVL to be viewed as a good match for students, they must maintain Weekly Contact 
with their instructor and participate regularly in coursework. 
 
Students who meet our participation standards during the 21-day trial period will be 
invited to continue with TVL.  For students who do not meet the standards outlined 
below, they may withdraw from TVL without penalty. 
 
Students who continue in TVL after the 21-day trial period will be fully vested in their 
courses of study. In general, a student who withdraws or is dropped from a TVL course 
after the 21-day trial period and does not enroll in the same course in his or her home 
school will receive a failing semester grade. 
 
Please note: Students who withdraw from TVL courses cannot be guaranteed there will 
be room for placement in courses in their home schools. 
 
STUDENTS MUST MAINTAIN WEEKLY CONTACT  
 
According to Washington State law, students must have weekly personal contact 
with their instructors. Direct personal contact shall be for the purposes of instruction, 
review of assignments, testing, reporting of student progress, or other learning activities.  
 
Students are responsible to maintain contact a minimum of once a week. This is a course 
requirement. 
 
In Tacoma Virtual Learning, student-maintained personal contact is defined as follows: 
 
 An assignment/ test/ activity posted to Blackboard  
 Participation in a discussion board or chat with the instructor 
 E-mail – explaining, for example, progress being made in the course or to ask a 

question 
 Phone call to the instructor 
 An e-mail or phone from a parent or a guardian to the instructor 
 Instant messaging with the instructor 
 Interactive video communication with the instructor 
 Other means of digital communication with the instructor. 



Again, maintaining weekly contact with the instructor is a basic requirement of TVL. 
Students who fail to do so are in noncompliance with TVL rules of participation. 
 
 
STUDENTS MUST MAINTAIN REGULAR PROGRESS 
 
One of the advantages of TVL is that it allows for a flexible learning environment. 
Students may work on their assignments when and where they would like. At the same 
time, though, Washington State Law requires students to make academic progress in 
their online courses. 
 
Student progress will be evaluated against progress benchmarks which are clearly defined 
in the course for each month. In addition to the course schedule, these benchmarks may 
also come in the form of lesson, unit, assignment and/or assessment completion dates.  
These established progress benchmarks will allow teachers and students to assess the 
students’ educational progress in meeting the course learning standards. At a minimum, 
students must turn in at least one assignment per week to maintain a status of “making 
monthly progress,” but will need to complete all the instructor is asking for each week in 
order to complete the course on time.  
 
Students who do not meet progress and course schedule benchmarks may, at the 
discretion of SVL administration, be removed from the course within the 21-day trial 
period or placed on a more restrictive student “intervention plan” (also called a “student 
success plan”)  for their learning after the trial period.  Any student not making progress 
at any point in the course for more than 21 days may be removed from the course at the 
discretion of SVL administration. 
 
A student who withdraws or is dropped from an SVL course after the 21-day trial period 
and does not enroll in the same course in his or her home school will receive a semester 
grade of “F.”   
 
TVL would like to welcome all students who will to make regular academic progress 
in its virtual classes. 
 
STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING 
In accordance with the Alternative Learning Experience Implementation Standards, 
reference WAC 392-121-182 (3)(e), prior to enrollment parent(s) or guardian shall be 
provided with, and sign, documentation attesting to the understanding of the difference 
between home-based instruction and enrollment in an alternative learning experience 
(ALE). As the legislation states, virtual learning is an alternative learning experience.  
Provided below is a summary and narrative descriptions of the difference between Home-
based Instruction and an ALE. 
 
Summary Description 
Home-Based Instruction 
• Is provided by the parent or guardian as authorized under RCW 28A.200 and 

28A.225.010. 
• Students are not enrolled in public education. 



• Students are not subject to the rules and regulations governing public schools, 
including course, graduation, and assessment requirements. 

• The public school is under no obligation to provide instruction or instructional 
materials, or otherwise supervise the student’s education. 

 
Alternative Learning Experience 
Tacoma Virtual Learning 
• Is authorized under WAC 392-121-182 
• Students are enrolled in public education either full-time or part-time. 
• Students are subject to the rules and regulations governing public school students 

including course, graduation, and assessment requirements for all portions of the ALE. 
• Learning experiences are: 
• Supervised, monitored, assessed, and evaluated by certificated staff. 
• Provided via a written student learning plan. 
• Web-based, provided outside the regular classroom. 
• Flexible, since no bell signals the beginning and ending of a class period; however, 

students are expected to submit assignments each week. 
 
Part-time Enrollment of Home-Based Instruction Students 
Home-based instruction students may enroll in public school programs, including virtual 
learning and other ALE programs, on a part-time basis and retain their home-based 
instruction status. In the case of part-time enrollment in ALE, the student will need to 
comply with the requirements of the ALE written student learning plan, but not be 
required to participate in state assessments or meet state graduation requirements. 
 
 
Please sign your registration form stating that you have read and understand the TVL 
Student Expectations and Understanding. 
 


